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product of a custom namely the issue of landgrants free of
taxes (on many occasion) in lieu of various kinds of civil,
religious and military services rendered to the society of the
time, for the perpetual enjoyment of the donees. Village
hereditary servants like Gauda (headman), Shanubhoga
(accountant), Talavara (watchman), 12 Ayagars and
Brahmana landlords living in Agraharas and institutions like
temples (of various sizes) and Mathas constituted a large
body of such a non-cultivating class of An.cient and Medieval
Rayalaseema. The presence of such a class in the agrarian
structure naturally leads us to presume the existence of a
group of tenants and labourers. It is not likely that this class
actually ploughed the fields and reaped the crops,
With regard to the agristic: serfdom in
Rayalaseema during the Vijayanagara period, a few
conclusions may be noted. Rrst, the forces tike famines,
droughts, wars, debts for marriages and other ceremonies
and regions where the low and untouchafte castes were
widespread, were the sources of agristic serfdom. Secondly,
there were serfs who were attached to the soil and they
changed hands with the sale of lands from one landlord to
another. Thirdly, whatever may be the moral or ethical
judgement against agristic serfdom, it certainly provided
protection to many against unemployment and under
employment in feudal societies of the past. Lastly, with the
establishment of British power, particularly in the second half
of 19th century when due to the extension of cultivated area
and reclamation of virgin land, the gradual displacement of